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adopt such a courageous policy, and consequently, as the best alternative, he 
would advise the establishment of a strong international force. 

In the second part of the book Mr. Russell, as the representative of the 
"intellectuals," the "we clever ones" (so called by Bernard Shaw), undertakes 
to point out the sins of England. From an analysis of the Morocco policy of 
Britain, her treatment of Persia, and the antidemocratic "entente" with 
Russia, we are to conclude that British ambitions "were of the same kind as 
those of Germany," and only the method was different; for while England's 
aggressions demanded comparatively trivial wars in little-known, outlying 
parts of the earth, Germany's advance necessitated a European war. Thus 
" this war is trivial, for all its vastness. No great principle is at stake, no great 
human purpose is involved on either side." And yet he says: "I consider that 
either a serious weakening of England, France, and Italy, or a serious strength- 
ening of Germany, would be a serious misfortune for the civilization of the 
world." One would not have suspected Mr. Russell of holding the civilization 
of the world to be a trivial matter. 



Early Economic Conditions and the Development of Agriculture in Minne- 
sota. By Edward Van Dyke Robinson. Minneapolis: Univer- 
sity of Minnesota, 1915. 4to, pp. v+306. $1.50. 

This study is a statistical atlas of the development of agriculture in Minne- 
sota, with the additional feature of an exhaustive interpretation. It includes 
a survey of topography, soil, and climate, showing the important parts these 
have played in determining the industry of the state. Professor Robinson has 
traced the history of the state from the time when it was first occupied by the 
fur traders down to the present, showing how the lumber industry was started, 
and how the early growing of wheat, which came in with increased transporta- 
tion facilities, gradually gave way to the more diversified farming of the present. 

Minnesota began the publication of state statistics as soon as it became a 
state, and continued this practice, except for an interruption during the Civil 
War period and a single year when no appropriation was made, down to 1898. 
Then, owing to legislative opposition, the practice was stopped. Professor 
Robinson's study demonstrates the importance of properly kept statistical 
information, and it is to be hoped that the publication of this book will con- 
vince legislators, not only of Minnesota but of other states as well, that such 
statistical information is of great practical utility and ought to be provided. 



Socialism in America. By John Macy. New York: Doubleday, Page 

& Co., 1916. i2mo, pp. x+238. $1.00. 

Mr. Macy announces that socialism is not an "afternoon-tea ideal of 
society," that it is not against war. He says that the socialist movement is 
opposed to fighting the nationalist battles of the capitalist classes, but that it 



